
 

DECISIONS DELEGATED TO CABINET MEMBERS  
 
 

Decision title:  
Approval of the submission of a bid to run the South and 
Vale Home Improvement Agency (HIA) on behalf of 
Oxfordshire County Council and the provision of 
assistance to deal with their Disabled Facilities Grant 
application backlog 
 

Decision date: 
10 March 2023 

Source of delegation:  
Part 4.6 of the Constitution: the Leader may delegate 
executive responsibilities to a single Cabinet Member 
with or without consultation with officers or other 
Cabinet Members. The Leader agreed on 07 March 
2023 to delegate the decision to the Cabinet Member for 
Housing. 
 

What decision was made?  
The Cabinet Member for Housing resolved to: 
1. Approve the submission of the bid for a South & Vale 
Home Improvement Agency. 
2. Delegate authority to the Director of Communities and 
People to submit the bid and enter into a contract up to 
a value of £1.8m in the event that the bid is successful.  
3. Recommend to Council that the budget is amended 
to take into account the provision of the HIA service to 
deliver the contract. 
4. Approve that the HIA assists South and Vale Council 
in reducing their backlog by carrying out 100 DFG cases 
and delegates approval to the Head of Regulatory 
Services & Community Safety to enter into a contract up 
to a value of £200k. 
 

Purpose:  
To approve the submission of a bid for the contract to 
deliver the South and Vale Home Improvement Agency 
and approve the provision of assistance to South and 
Vale to deal with a backlog of applications for Disabled 
Facilities Grants. 
 
To recommend to Council that the budget is amended to 
take into account the provision of the HIA service to 
deliver the contract. 
 

Reasons:  
If the bid is successful, Oxford City Council’s delivery of 
the contract will bring income into the Council and 
enable the Council to provide support to Oxfordshire 
residents as specified in the terms of the contract. There 
will also be benefits to the NHS health system which will 
improve access for residents who live in Oxford. 
 

Decision made by:  
Councillor Linda Smith, Cabinet Member for Housing 



 

Other options considered: 
Not to bid for the South and Vale Home Improvement 
Agency contract or provision of assistance to deal with 
their Disabled Facilities Grant backlog. This option was 
rejected as the aim of additional income to the Council, 
if the bid is successful, would not be realised and it 
would not allow the Council to assist in the provision of 
vital support to Oxfordshire residents. 
 

Documents considered:  
Report of the Executive Director (Communities and 
People) dated 10 March 2023. 
 
Appendices 1-6 of the report are exempt from 
publication as they contain commercially sensitive 
information. 
 

Key or Not Key:  
Key 

Wards significantly affected:  
None 

Declared conflict of interest:  
None 

This form was completed by: 

Name & title: 

Date: 

 
Alice Courtney, Committee & Member Services 
Manager (Interim Acting) 
10 March 2023 

 

 

Approval checklist  
 

Approver Name and job title Date  

Decision maker  
Councillor Linda Smith, Cabinet Member for 
Housing 

10 March 2023 

 

 


